Is it half open? Or half closed?
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Greetings, brothers and sisters in Christ,
If you have paid attention to news from China, you may all agree that religious policies in China
are becoming increasingly more severe. Recently, we have even heard that relevant departments
have resorted to high-pressure tactics against the two Christian Councils (the Chinese Christian
Three-Self Patriotic Movement Committee and the Chinese Christian Association) and house
churches. Even more worrisome are the restriction of the publication and sale of the Bible.
Furthermore, there is rumoured that China intends to translate the Bible itself in the near future.
The reason being speculated is to sinicize the Bible, and to have a translation more closely reflect
the national conditions of China. That is to say, the content of the Bible will be translated
according to the precepts of the translators but not according to word and meaning of the
languages that the Bible was originally written in. How can this be not worrisome? I think this
kind of rumor is probably not unfounded hearsay. It must have been to a certain extent verified to
be the direction of government religious policies that will be implemented in the near future.
A good number of brothers and sisters who are concerned about the situation of the church in
China have asked me about the future direction of Far East Broadcasting. Some are very
concerned about the negative impact the harsh measures and policies will have on the
broadcasting of the gospel. For example, our fellow Chinese currently have access to gospel
broadcasting via radio, internet or other channels. What would the situation be if the new policies
are implemented?
To me, in fact, there is nothing new about these policies. The challenges faced by Gospel
broadcasting in the past several decades have been sometimes relaxed and sometimes restrictive.
To a worker in this field, the current situation is entirely expected. FEBC has never rested its
hope on the people in power and with authority on this earth. We have always faithfully looked
to the guiding hands of our Father in the face of trepidation. If it is the will of God to make use
of this ministry, regardless of how difficult the conditions may be, we truly believe that the result
will be fruitful. If it is not the will of God, everything we do would only be made of hay and
straw. Someone once told me that it is such a pity to see that the work of FEBC in the past thirty
years under open policy will come to naught now that the doors will be closed. It is true that, in
the past several decades, FEBC has built up much work and come into contact with a large
number of brothers and sisters. Complementing each other in the ministry, we have produced
very fruitful results. Our work in the past, however, is not done in vain. As for the work of FEBC,
even if there is only one day left of the open door, we will faithfully work on that one day. We
truly believe that work by the hands of the Lord will not go to waste, and the ministry will not be
closed. With more than sixty years of experience as proof, God can exercise His authority as He
will, in any corner of the world, in the most difficult times, facing the most dictatorial regime and
suffering the most severe oppression. This is our belief that His Word cannot be eliminated from
the earth.

So is the door of China now half open or half closed? My answer is also very simple. If we do
not have sufficient faith, then the door to China is in the midst of being closed. To the faithful,
however, the door of Chinese gospel is still open. We must seize upon this momentous
opportunity to serve our fellow Chinese. For this reason, we also look to our brothers and sisters
for their continued prayer for us. We believe that the day of the second coming of our Lord is
near. This is also the time that we need to work in earnest. Believers in China now face all kinds
of oppression with heresies abound. As ambassadors of the gospel overseas, we need to work
that much more diligently to produce better gospel programs and to provide them to our fellow
Chinese. I do not think there has been a time more difficult than the Cultural Revolution era in
the 1970s. But it was during those ten years of the Cultural Revolution that we saw an increase in
the number of Chinese Christians by several dozen folds. This is not the work of man or that of
an organization. This is all because of the grace of God. Since He has used FEBC as a tool to
convey His message, we believe that in the days to come this tool will continue to work hard to
deliver the desired effect of its work. No regime can reverse the will of God. No dictator can
suppress the Word of God. Only the laziness and weakness of man can hinder God’s work.
Therefore, we hope your support and prayer will become our strength. By the grace of God the
gate to China will always be open and no one can close it.
The workload for 2018 remains very heavy. In addition to the regular production of programs,
we have to make use of different media and platforms to expand the opportunities for FEBC to
serve. The smart phone app. “M.ad Radio” is now released. Chinese everywhere around the
world can now listen to our gospel programs anytime and anywhere on their cell phones. Thanks
to the Lord, we are also diligently producing new videos of gospel message. These are great
opportunities to spread the gospel. While difficult, these must not be missed. Dear brothers and
sisters, let us work with each other and work together to fulfill this great commission of
evangelism.
Thank you for your support. May God continue to bless you!

