A word from my desk

Rev. Edwin Tsang

Peace to you, brothers and sisters in Christ
First of all, I wish everyone good health and plenteous grace! In order to deal with the epidemic
outbreak of the novel coronavirus, please stay home as much possible. Perhaps we may use the
quiet time at home to pray for our brothers and sisters and kinsmen in China, particularly for God’s
special mercy for our brothers and sisters in Wuhan and Hubei.
I was in Yokohama, Japan as I wrote this. Looking out of the window on the 14th floor of the hotel,
I could only see a cruise ship moored at a distance in the Bay Area. It is the now world-famous
Diamond Princess. She had been tied up for several days. Several thousand people on board
resigned to helplessly wait for quarantine reports. More than 60 people had been diagnosed with
this strain of pneumonia in three days. Dear brothers and sisters, how little do we know that crisis,
disaster, and plague can be so close to us. Moreover, they do not distinguish between race, wealth,
nationality or background. They will come at their own time.
When I ponder upon the word of our Lord Jesus to his disciples, saying, when the Lord returns,
there will be chaos everywhere. Perhaps it sounded to the disciples a wisp of wind blowing by their
ears. We cannot imagine what it would be like when natural disasters and human calamities strike
between the heaven and the earth. Yes. The word of our Lord Jesus is so very real. This epidemic,
to us, is like the sounding of the alarm bell.
What threaten us today, besides the epidemic in Wuhan, are famines and earthquakes in numerous
places; the race of nuclear weapons that can touch off a conflict, the endless power struggle
between nations, and fights along party lines. Plagues that the entire world has faced, not just the
atypical pneumonias, but the African swine flu a few months ago, and SARS of more than a decade
ago, and so on, have indeed made us very helpless in the face of insurmountable predicament.
When I looked out again through the window at the white cruise ship in the distance, the more than
3,000 people on board being quarantined on the ship appeared so very helpless! Turn around and
take a look at the more than 17 million residents of Wuhan residents, who have been quarantined at
home. Their feeling of anxiety must have been more unbearable than "helplessness"!
Radio Liangyou of Far East Broadcasting began to send endlessly gospel messages to the ears of
our kinsmen 70 years ago. This allows for hope to be a part of their life. Today China faces
unprecedented battering. In this extreme helplessness, we do not forget that God can save us. In the
book of Judges it was recorded that while Israel was in extreme hopelessness and helplessness, God
called Gideon a mighty warrior. Through him, God saved the nation of Israel. Today let us
earnestly pray also for God’s grace for China and blessings for our kinsmen and this land!
Due to of the sudden arrival of this epidemic, Radio Liangyou of Far East Broadcasting has
recently produced some special programs to send comforting and encouraging messages to every
corner of the country, particularly to places threatened by the epidemic! Please pray that these
programs will touch the hearts and souls of every listener!

